IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please amend 1, 3, 5, 6, 24 and 25 as follows 



► A method, to be administered by an 

administrating\entity , for allowing a plurality of 
participants to prepay for services or goods to be received 
at a later date frc^ one of a plurality of specified 
providers, the me thoaV comprising the steps of: 

executing contracts between the administrating 
entity and each of the plurality of participants in which a 
contracting participant pays, to the administrating entity a 
cash amount and in return receives from the administrating 
entity a promise to deliver at k future date a specified 
measure of services or goods, theNservices or goods to be 
provided by whichever of the pluralii^y of specified providers 
the contracting participant selects; 

determining, for each of tshe plurality of 
specified providers, a predicted total measure of services or 
goods that will be required from that provider by the 
aggregate of the plurality of participants; ancr 

executing contracts between the adihinistrating 
entity and each of the plurality of specified proviaers in 
which the administrating entity pays to a contracting 
provider a cash amount and in return receives from the 
contracting provider a promise to deliver a specified measure 
of services or goods , the cash amounts that^ correspond to tm 
measures of services or goods being set by the provider . 
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^ \ 3\ A financial data processing system for 
allowing a p]>urality of participants to prepay for services 
or goods to beVeceived at a later date from one of a 
plurality of specified providers comprising: 

means for storing data regarding a plurality 
of contracts executed between an administrating entity and 
each of the plurality caf participants in which a contracting 
participant paid to the Administrating entity a cash amount 
and in return received frok the administrating entity a 
promise to deliver at a future date a specified measure of 
services or goods, the services or goods to be provided by 
whichever of the plurality of s^cified providers the 
contracting participant selects; 

means for determining^, for each of the 
plurality of specified providers, a p}5;pdicted total measure 
of services or goods that will be requiis;<ed from that provider 
by the aggregate of the plurality of participants; and 

means for storing data regarding a plurality 
of contracts executed between the administrating entity and 
each of the plurality of specified providers ik which the 
administrating entity paid to a contracting provider a cash 
amount and in return received from the contracting\provider a 
promise to deliver a specified measure of services oi\ goodSj 
the cash amounts that correspond to the measures of sb^^Jlobs 
or goods having been set by the provider . 
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5^1^ ^ financial data processing system for 

allowing a plurality of participants to prepay for services 
or goods to be reh^ived at a later date from one of a 
plurality of specif red providers, [the choice of which of the 
plurality of providersN^ill deliver the services or goods 
being made by a participant at the time the goods and 
services are to be deliverecM comprising ; 

a machine-readal^le storage device[s] which 
stores data indicating measures of services or goods for 
which each participant has prepaid ajid measures of services 
or goods which each provider has contracted to provide; 

a processing circuit for determining, for each 
of the providers, a predicted total measure\of services or 
goods that will be required from that providers^ by the 
aggregate of the plurality of participantSj 

wherein the system is configured suhh that 
cash amounts that correspond to measures of servicesN^r goods 
are set by each provider and such that the participantsS 
select which of the plurality of providers will deliver tKe 
services or goods at the time the services or goods are to 
provided . 



6. A method, to be administered by an 
administrating entitW/ for allowing a plurality of 
participants to prepay for educational services to be 

^rom^r 

educational institution's, the method comprising the steps of; 



received at a later da^e i^rom^ of a plurality of specified 
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executing contracts between the administrating 
entity and each of the plurality of participants in which a 
contracting particapant pays to the administrating entity a 
cash amount and in\return receives from the administrating 
entity a promise to\deliver at a future date a specified 
measure of educational services, the educational services to 
be provided by whichever of the plurality of specified 
educational institutions the contracting participant selects; 



determiping/^ for each of the plurality of 
\nst\ituyions , 

of educational services\ that will be required from that 



specified educational 



a predicted total measure 



educational institution py the aggregate of the plurality of 
participants; and 

executing Contracts between the administrating 
entity and each of the plurality of specified educational 
institutions in which the administrating entity pays to a 
contracting educational institution a cash amount and in 
return receives from the contracting educational institution 
a promise to deliver a specified measure of educational 
services , the cash amounts that\ correspond to the measures of 
educational services being set by the educational 
institution. 
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^achine-readable data storage medium 



encoded with a set of matetiirie-executable instructions for 
carrying out, with a machine capaBie^f executing said 
instructions, a data processing method f or'^'a^Liowing a 
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pisjrality of participants to prepay for services or goods to 
be received at a later date from one of a plurality of 
specified providers, the method comprising the steps of: 

\ executing contracts between the administrating 
entity and each of the plurality of participants in which a 
contracting pairtsJ-cipant pays to the administrating entity a 
cash amount and in\return receives from the administrating 
entity a promise to deliver at a future date a specified 
measure of services or goods, the services or goods to be 
provided by whichever of the plurality of specified providers 
the contracting participant selects; 

determining, for\each of the plurality of 
specified providers, a predicted total measure of services or 
goods that will be required from that, provider by the 
aggregate of the plurality of participants; and 

executing contracts between^ the administrating 
entity and each of the plurality of specif ieH providers in 
which the administrating entity pays to a contr^ting 
provider a cash amount and in return receives from\the 
contracting provider a promise to deliver a specif ieos. measure 
of services or goods, the cash amounts that correspond \o the 
measures of services or goods being set by the provider , ^ 

25. A machine-readable data storage medium 
encoded with a set of macFiine-pxecutable instructions for 
carrying out, with a machine capable of executing said 
instructions, a data processlngNtt^hod for allowing a 
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plurality of participants to prepay for educational services 
to received at a later date from one of a plurality of 
specified educational institutions, the method comprising the 
steps bf: 

executing contracts between the administrating 
entity aAd each of the plurality of participants in which a 
contracting participant pays to the administrating entity a 
cash amountX and in return receives from the administrating 
entity a promise to deliver at a future date a specified 
measure of educational services, the educational services to 
be provided byVwhichever of the plurality of specified 
educational institutions the contracting participant selects; 

determining, for each of the plurality of 
specified educational insti^tions/ a predicted total measure 
of educational services th^t wi>l be required from that 
educational instituti\)n by the aggregate of the plurality of 
participants; and 

executing contracts between the administrating 
entity and each of the plurality of specified providers in 
which the administrating ei\tity pays to a contracting 
educational institution a ca'feh amount and in return receives 
from the contracting educational institution a promise to 
deliver a specified measure of Wucational services , the cash 
amounts that correspond to the measures of educational 
services being set by the educatioiral institution > 
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